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ESSAYS 


ON A 
TRAVELLING MINISTRY—No. 17. 


On this subject we continue our quotations from the Metho- 
dist Discipline; first, because wecan write nothing more appro- 
priate; secondly, because we wish our people, and the community 
at large to be intimately acquainted with the wholeseme rules 
ond regulations of our church; and thirdly, because our preachers 

annot read them too often. 

We proceed, therefore, according topromise in our last, to 
wotice the duty of those who have charge of circuits.” 

“Quest. 1. What are the duties of the elder, deacon, or prea- 

her, who has the special charge of a circuit. 

“4nsw. 1. To see that the other preachers in his circuit 
behave well, and want nothing. 

‘2. To renew the tickets for the admission of members into love- 
leasts quarterly, and regulate the bands. 

“3 ‘Yo meet the stewards and leaders, as often as possible. 

“4. To appoint all the leaders, and change them when he sees 
it necessary. 

“5. To receive, try, and expel members, according to the form 
af discipline. 

“6. To hold watch-nights and love feasts. 

a To bold quarterly meetings in the absence of the presiding 
elder. : 


. To take care that every society be duly supplied with 
v00ks, 


“9. To take an exact account of the numbers in society in their 
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sespective circuits, and deliver such account te the annual coy 
ference, that they may be printed in the minutes. 
“10, Io give an account of his circuit every quarter to his pre 
siding elder. 
“11. To meet the men and women apart, in the large societie: 
once © Quarier, wherever it is practicable. 
overlook the accounts of all the ste wards. 
appoint a person to receive the quarterly collection j, 


>see that public collections be made quarterly, if need b; 

io raise a yearly subscription in those circuits that c2 

cay it, for buuding churches, and paying the debts of mo 
wuich have been arready erected. 

‘16 ‘To chvose a committee of lay members to make a jus! 
apr lication of the money where it is most wanted. 

“Quest, 2. What other directions shall we give him. 

“4nsw. Several: 

“). To take a regular catalogue ofthe societics in towns an 
cities, as they live inthe streets. 

“2 To leave his successor a particular account of the circui 

“3. To see that every band-leader have the rules of 1) 
bands. 

“4. To enforee, vigorously, but calmly, all the rules of the 
society. 

“5. As soon as thereare four men or women believers in 21) 
place, te put them into a band. 

“6, To Suffer no love-feasts to last above an hour and a hall. 

“7. Towero all, frem time to time,that none are to remo. 
from one circuit to another, without a note of recommendation 
from the preacher of the circuit, in these words:—“4, B, the bear. 
er, has been an acceptable member of our church in C;”’—and to inform 
them that, without such a certificate, they will not be received 
into the church in other places. 

“8. To recommend every where decency and cleanliness. 
“9. To read the rules of the society, with the aid of the oth 
preachers, once a year in every congregation, and once a quarte: 

in every society, 

“10. On any dispute between two or moreof the members 01 
our church, concerning the payment of debts, or otherwise 
which cannot be settled by the parties concerned, the preacher 
who has the charge of the circuit shall inquire into the circum 
stances of the case; and shall recommend to the contending parte: 
a reference, consisting of one arbiter chosen by the plaintiff, an« 
another chosen by the defendant: which two arbiters so chos¢! 
ir nominate the third; the three arbiters being members of ou. 
Chiteh, 


“But it uneof the parties be dissatisfied with the judgmcen 
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viven, such party may apply to the ensuing quarterly meetmg 
couference of the circuit,for allowance to bave a second arbitration 
appointed: and if the quarterly meeting conference see sufficient 
rsason, they shall grant a second arbitration, in which case each 
party shall choose two arbiters, and the four arbiters shall 
choose a fifth, the judgment of the majority of whom shall be 
final; and any person refusing to abide by such judgment, shall 
be excluded the church. 

‘And if anv member of our church shall refuse, in cases of debt 
or other dispates, to refer the matter to arbitration, when recom- 
mended by him who has the chargé of the circuit, or shall enter 
into alawsuit with another member before these measures are 
taken, he shall be expeiled, unless the case be of such a nature as 
to require and justify a process at law. 

“The preachers who have the oversight of circuits, are requir- 
edto execute all our rules fully and strenuously against all frauds, 
and particularly against dishonest insolvencies; suffering none to 
remain inour churchon any account, who are found guilty of 
any fraud. 

“To prevent scandal, when any of our members fail in busi- 
ness, or contract debts which they are not able to pay, let two or 
three judicious members of the church inspect the accounts of 
the supposed delinquent; and if he have behaved dishonestly, or 
borrowed money without a probability of paying, let him be 
expelled 

“Whenever a complaintis made against any member of our 
church, for non-payment of debt; when the accounts are adjusted 
ind the amount ascertained, the preacher having the charge 
shall call the debtor belore a committee of at least three, to show 

ov.4 why he docsnot make payment. The committee shall de- 

:s. te what farther time shall be granted him for payment, and 

hat security, if any, shall be given for payment; and in case the 
debtor refuses to comply, he shall be expelled; but in such case 
he may appeal to the quarterly meeting conference, and thepe de- 
cision shall be iinal. And in case the creditor complains that 
justice is not done him, he may lay his grievance before the quar- 
‘erly meeting conference, and their decision shall be final; and if 
‘he creditor refuse to comply, he shall be expelled. 

“11. The preacher who has the charge of a circuit shall ap- 
point prayer-mectings wherever he can in his circuit. 

“12. He shall take care that a fast be held in every society in 
is circuit, on the Friday preceeding every quarterly meeting; 
and that a memorandum of it be written on all the class 
papers. 

“13. To license such persons as he may judge proper to offi- 
ciate as exhorters in the church, provided no person shall be so, 
licensed without the consent of the leaders’ meeting, or of the 
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class of which he isa member, where no leaders’ meeting is beld; 
and the exhorters so authorized shall be subject to the annual ex. 
amination of character in the quarterly meeting conference, and 
have their license annually renewed by the presiding elder, or the 
preacher having thecharge, if approved by the quarterly meeting 
conference.” 

We shall notice in the next place, the “matter and manner of 
preaching, &c.” 

“Quest. 1. What is the best general method of preaching? 

“Answ. 1. To convince: 2. To offer Christ: 3. To invite: 4, 
To build up: And to do this in some measure in every sermon. 

“Quest. 2. What is the most effectual way of preaching Chrict? 

‘Answ. The most effectual way of preaching Christ, is to preach 
him in all his offices; and to declare his law, as well as his gos- 
pel, both to believers and unbelievers. Let us strongly and 
closely insist upon inward and outward holiness in all its 
branches. 

“Quest. 3. Are there any smaller advices which might be of 
use to us? 

“/nsw. Perhaps these: 1. Be sure never to disappoint a con- 
gregation. 2. Begin at the time appointed. 5. Let your whole 
deportment be serious, weighty; and solemn, 4. Always suit your 
subject to youraudience. 5. Choose the plainest text you can. 6. 
‘Take care not to ramble, but keep to your text, and make out what 
you take in hand. 7. Take care of any thing awkward or affec- 
ted, either in your gesture, phrase, or pronunciation. 8, Do not 
usually pray exlempere above eight or ten minutes (at most) 
without intermission. 9. Frequently read and enlarge upon a 
portion of Scripture;‘ and let young preachers. often exhort 
without taking a text. 10. Always avail yourself of the great 
festivals, by preaching on the occasion. 

“Of the duly of Preachers to God, themselves and one another. 
“Quest. 1. How shall a preacher be qualified for his charge: 
“Anew. By walking closely with God and having his work 

greatly at heart: and by understanding, and loving discipline 
ours in particular. 

“Quest. 2. Do we sufficiently watch over each other? 

“Answ. Wedonot. Should we not frequently ask each other, 
Do you walk closely with God? Have you now fellowship with 
the Father and the Son? At what hour do you rise?, Do you 
punctually observe the morning and evening hour of retirement: 
Do you spend the day in the manner which the Conference de- 
vises? Do you converse seriously, usefully, and closely? To be 
more particular: Do you use all the means of grace yourself, an¢ 
enforce the use of them on all other persons? They are eithe: 
instituted or prudential. 

“1, The instituted are, 
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“Ppayer: private, family, and public: consisting of deprecation, 
petition, intercession, and thanksgiving. Do you use each of 
these? Do you forecast daily wherever you are, to secure time 
for private devotion? Doyou practice itevery where? Do you 
ask every where, Have you family prayer? Do you ask individuals, 
Do you use private prayerevery morning and evening in par- 
ticular ? 

“2. Searching the Scriptures, by 

“(1) Reading, constantly some part of every day: regularly, all 
the Bible in order; carefully, with notes; seriously, with prayer be- 
fore and after: fruitfully, immediately practising what you learn 
there ? 

“(2) Meditating: At set times? By rule? 

“(3) Hearing: Every opportunity ! With prayer before, at, after? 
Have you a Bibie always about you? 

“3, The Lord’s Supper: Do you use this at every opportunity ° 
With solemn prayer before? With carnest and deliberate self- 
devotion? 

“4 Fasting: Do you use as much abstinence and fasting every 
week, as your health, strength, and labour will permit? 

“5, Christian conference: Are you convinced how important 
and how difficult it is to order your conversation aright? Is it al- 
ways in grace? Seasoned with salt? Meet to minister grace to the 
hearers? Do you not converse too longatatime? Isnot an 
hour commonly enough? Would it not be well always to have a 
determinate end in view? And to pray before and after it? 

“If. Prudential means we may use either as Christians, as Me 
thodists, or as preachers, 

“As Christians: what particular rules have you in order to grow 
in grace? What arts of holy living. 

“2. As Methodists: do you never miss your class or band? 

“3. As preachers: have you thoroughly considered your duty: 
(nd do you make a conscience of executing every part of it! 
Do you meet every society’? Also, the leaders and bands? 

“These means may be used without fruit. But there are 
some means which cannot, namely, watching, denying ourselves, 
taking up our cross, exercise of the presence of God. 

“1.Do you steadily watch againstthe world? Yourself? Your 
besetting sin? 

“2, Do you deny yourself every useless pleasure of sense 
Imagination? Honour? And are you temperate in all things? In- 
stance in food: (1) Do you use only that kind and that degree 
which is best both for body and soul: Do you see the necessity 
of this? (2) Do you eat no more at each meal than is necessary ? 
Are you not heavy or drowsy, after dinner? (3) Do you use only 
that kind, and that degree of drink which is best both for your 
hody and soul? (4) Do you choose and use water for your com 
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mon drink?) And only take wine medicinally or sacramentally: 

“Wherein do you take up your cross daily? Do you chee rfully 
bear your cross, however grievous to nature, as a gift of God, and 
labour to profit thereby? 

“Do you endeavour to set God always before you? To see his 
eye continually fixed upon you? Never can you use these 
means but a blessing wi!! ensue. And the more you use them, the 
more you will grow in race.” 


MISSIONARY LN THRELLIGENCE. 

The cause of Missions is progressing emong the different orders 
of christians asusual. Nothing peculiarly imporian(in ony part 
of the work. ‘Those under the care of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church are rather on the ascending scale. Onr readers are gener- 
ally acquainted with the character of a distinguished chict uimong 
the Wiryendo! ‘Aang, Between-the-Logs.. Afiera sbort life of un- 
usual piety and usefulness, we are sorry to learn, that be ts lying 
at the point of di ath, with a fatal consump ion. We make the 
following extracts from the Methodist Marazine 

Wyandol Mission.—Iin our last we stated \itat want of health ha 
obliged Mr. Finley to desist from his labors on this station. 
leiter, dated Upper Sandusky. Dec. 22, 1826, gives the follow 
ing tidines respecting one of the native preachers:— 

“Before this reaches you, i have no doubt we shall lose our ex- 
cellent chief brother, Between-the-Logs. He will, in all buman 


probibility, have bid farewell to the shores of moriality, and will 
have gone toenjoy that rest which remains for the people of Goe 
He is now lying very low with that werciless destroyer, the con- 
sumption, and his recovery is entirely hopeless—We have no 
doubt our dear broiher’s end will be triumphant. 

“Mononcuae and brother Samuel Brown are well, and desire to 
be remembered to their New-York friends.” 


Mohawk and Mississauga Indian Missions —The Rev: Wm. Case 
writes under date of December 15, 1826. “The work is pro- 
gressing, and extending to other bodies of Indians in the back 
wilderness. We hope to give you further accounts soon. Thug 
much we now say, that it exceeds our highest anticipations. ! 
cannot forbear saying that brother Ryerson, at the River Cvrede:, 
is making progress in the knowledge of the Chippewa. He has 
advanced far enough to ascertain that the structure of the lan- 
ruage bears a rescniblance to the Hebrew.” 

In another, dated Jan. 4, 1827, he observes,—“If we now had 
four or five native missionaries they might be employed to great 
advantage. The workis mightily prevailing throughout their 
border,on the Rice Lake, Mud Lake, and Skoogog Lake. Qn 
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‘his account I think the speakers we have cannot be spared at pre- 
sent.” 

We are much gratified to be able to announce to the friends of 
‘hese missions, that the American Bible Society has resolved on 
printing the gospel of St. Luke in the Mohawk language, which 
as been in the course of preparation for some time, with the Eng- 
lish version on the opposite page. There is a prospect that inesé 
people, through the characteristic liberality of that sociecy, will 
soon be furnished with the whole of the New Testament in their 
native tongue, as the other gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, and 
Apostolic Epistles, are now in a course of translation. 

The Rev. Mr. Case has also procured the transiation of several 
of our Hymns, which will soon be printed for the benefit of che In- 
dians by the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 





REVIVALS. 


We receive information from Zions Herald, that there has been 
a considerable revival of religion progres.ing for some time past 
in Dover, Vermont. In the town and its vicinity, near one hun- 
dred have been happily converted to God. 





On Baldwin Circuit, the work of God is also prospering in a glo- 
‘ious manner, About one hundred have recently obtained par 
don, and united with the Methodist Episcopal Church. 





Hartford, Vt. In this place the Lord is gladening the hearts of 
his dear children, with the visitations of his Holy Spirit. May it 
work, and work mightily, until thousands shall feel the joys ef 
salvation. 





Pittsburgh District. The reverend Thornton Fleming. P. E. of 
ihe Pittsburgh district writes to the editors of the Christiar Advo- 
cate, an elegant and very interesting letter, giving a very pleasing 
account of the state of religion in the bounds of his district. He 
says, “The work is still progressing with great power in most 
parts, but in some places, like a torrent, it sweeps all before it.” 
He does not inform us of the precise number added to the church, 
in the bounds of his several circuits; but we may safely suppose it 
to be considerable. 





Jamaica Circuit, L.1. The Rev. Daniel De-Vinne, writing to the 
same, gives a pleasing account of religion on Jamaica Circuit, 
long Istand. He says. “It is pleasing to hear of revivals abroad, 
but it is better to enjoy them at home. The Lord is with us.— 
ight months ago we had good intimations on this circuit. These 





























































































186 


appearances have been once realized and Rockaway, Huntingdon, 
Musqueto Cove, and South Oyster Bay, have been §raciously 
visited. Ourcongregations have increased, believers have od 
quickened, and one hundred and eighteen have been added to the 
church.” 


Ellecot, Chataugua Circui!. On this circuit the good work of 
God has lately been revived, principally, by the influence of a pi. 
ous mother in Israel. A considerable number has been added to 
the church. 








Revival in Edenton, N. C.—¥xtract ofa letter dated the 5th inst, 
—“The Great Head ofthe church has been pleased to visit this 
place. Several have found peace, and many are seeking the Lord 
theirGod. The work commenced about two weeks since, at a 
class. meeting.” 





Revival in Baltimore —Extract ofa letter from the Rev. B 
Waugh.—“As usuall write in haste,andhave only time to say, 
that Baltimore is blessed with a considerable revival of religion 
at the present time. The excitement has mostly prevailed in the 
southern part of the city Our meetings for exhortation and pray. 
er have hitherto been confined to Wesley chapel. Here we have 
been favoured with the blessing of God, evening after evening in 
succession, for nearly two weeks: during which time, there have 
been many conversions. The prospect becomes more glorious 
every day. I most devoutly hope that it is the commencement 
of a zeneral revival. Professors of religion are more engaged in 
seeking sanctification than I have ever known before. O for ho. 
liness! in the ministry and inthe membership! I hope to be able 
to send you better tidings shortly.” 





We make a lengthy extract from the Advocate, in relation to 
the “book concern,” &c. This we do; first, because we have been 
requested to do so; and secondly, because we feel it our duty to 
support that establishment. The Methodist Beok concern, in 
New York, is under the direction of the General Conference, and 
carried on for the purpose of disseminating useful knowledge and 
for the benefit of the poor travelling preachers, their wives, wid- 
ows, and children. Its agents are among the most efficient men 
in the U, States. They give the whole of their time to the inter- 
ests of the concern, for the small sum ofabout $200 a piece, be- 
sides the support of their families, as directed by the Methodist 
Discipline. 

From the Christian Advocate. 


The Editer ofthe Philadelphia Religions Messenger requests 
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as to notice that he proposes to publish from that office, a new 
monthly work, to be entitled “fue METHODIST puLPrT!” or a series 
of sermons and sketches of sermons, original and selected, from 
the pens of the most distinguished divines of the Methodist 
Church, in England and America. . It is proposed to average forty 
pages a month, on long primer type, (whether octavo or duodeci- 
mo pages is not stated;) the price to be $1,50 cts. a year, in ad- 
vance, or $2, bound at the end of the volume. If not paid in two 
motnhs from subscribing, the price will be raised 25 cents. 

. The objects of this proposed publication are to furnish its rea- 
das, at a low price, with short sermons, original and selected, 
and “to afford a compend of reading which may be interesting 
and profitable to the young and old, the minister and the layman, 
the school boy and the scholar;” and likewise to furnish an op- 
portunity to our preachers to exercise their talents in writ- 
ing, &c 

We take this opportunity to invite the attention of our friends 
totwo monthly publications now issued from the Methodist Gen. 
eral Book Room: viz, the Meruopist MaGazine & Tue Youtn’s 
INSYRUCTER AND GUARDIAN; both of which are for the benefit of 
the charch generally; are authorized by the General Conference; 
and their profits are appropriated exclusively to charitable pur- 
poses, and tothe spread of the gospel by itinerant preaching. 

To replenish the pages of these works, our preachers have been 
again and again invited; and we are always gratified to be able to 
present to their friends and ours, the productions of their pens. If 
they wish to benefit the youth, the Instructer and Guardian will 
afford them a convenient opportunity, either by short sermons, in- 
structive anecdotes, biographies, or other miscellaneous matter; 
and we have often wished thaf we were able to present to our 
readers much more than we have done of original matter, from 
the pens of American writers, and especial!y of our own 
preachers. 

But if this vehicle of communication should not suit them, 
there is the Magazine, containing monthly forty octavo pages on 
subjects of divinity, biography, biblical criticism, religious and 
missionary intelligence, poetry, and of a miscellaneous char- 
acter, 

ifthese channels are not sufficiently copious through which to 
pour forth the fertilizing streams of religious instruction, we 
open to them the Christian Advocate, an imperial sheet, the 
weekly columns of which we delight to see enriched and adorned 
with their productions. Added to which, the columns of Zion’s 
Herald in Boston, of the Religious Messenger in Philadelphia, of 
the Wesleyan Journal in Charleston, S.C. of the Holston Con- 
‘erence Messenger in Tennessee, and of the Augusta Merald in 
Kentucky, we doubt not are equally open 
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The price of the Methodist Magazine, which contain 
luundred and eighty octavo pages a year, neatly and clos 
ed, and four fine copperplate eng ravings, is $1.50, 105 
numbers, payable at any time during the year; or 32 ~p 
well bound and doubly lettered. 

The price of the Youth’s Instructer and Gruardian, 
four hundred and thirty-two pages, duodecirmo gize, 
wood cuts, is $1 a year, in numbers, or $1 25, bou 
lettered, 

As to sermons, original and selected, we think we ca! 
our readers with a great variety of the best in the Engh 
age. In addition to Wesley’s, Benson’s, Chalmer’s 
Saurin’s, and those occasionally published in pamphlet form 
in the Magazine and Guardian, we have now on sale, Ave voiu 
of Benson's sermons and plans of sermons, which will be sold 
either in single vols. or in sets; and echt voiumes, bound in four, 
of sketches of sermons, preached in various parts of G eat Boit- 
ain,and on the European continent; furnished by their respec: 
tive authors. And we have now in press also, a volume of ser- 
mons by Dr. Adam Clarke, whose name alone is a suiflicient re 
<ommendation. 

The plans of sermons by the Jate Joseph Benson, one of the 
most powerful and popular preachers in the Briusl cornexion, 
and author of the valuable commentary which bears his name, 
we sell at $1 per volume, bound and lettered. 

The sketches of sermons, of which we have just compieted the 
first Americam edition, from the second London, have been ex- 
amined by many of our most judicious preachers, and by several 
of other denominations, and are admitted by all who have seen 
them, as far as we have heard, to be the best work of the kind that 
has yet been publishec. The retail price per set, eight volumes 
in four, well bound and doubly lettered, is $5. On any of those 
works at wholesale, or to ministers and preachers, travelling o1 
local, of any denomination, we make the usual discount. 

For ourselves we must confess that,in the present state of our 
publications, we cannot perceive the necessity of such a work as Is 
proposed by the editor of the Religious Messenger, Nor have 
we any adequate guaranty that the work will justify the title— 
*The Methodist Pulpit.” It is a title, in our view, which no 
unauthorized and unoficicl publication ought to assume. To 
strangers and to posterity, at least, it may exhibit Methodism in 
a light in which we shoul.) not choose itto be viewed. The pub- 
lisher is irresponsible, and can give no security to the contrary. 

If.such a work be desired as an official work, the General Con- 
ference of the church can direct it at pleasure. And any single 
annual conference desiring any new work, have only to recommend 
it to the authorized agents of their own General Book Concern. 
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We lave made these remarks under a sense of official duty,and 
have no other interest in the subject, than all our brethren ought 
to feelin common with ourselves. The Methodist Book Con- 
cern is one of the most efficient and valuable auxiliaries of our 
itinerant system of spreading the gospel. Its utility in the dif- 
fusion of useful and religious knowledge, and the application of 
its profits, claim for it the favour and patronage of every real 
friend of the church, and entitle it to the undivided support of 
every preacher whose common concern it is. Such weve the 
sentiments of the venerable Wesley, as stated in our seventeenth 
number; and such was the opinion of the General Conference, 
composed of the representatives of all the annual conferences, and 
published in the minutes for 1824, as expressed in the followiug 
esolution:— 

“Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences, in Gen- 
eral Conference assembled, that we deem it inexpedient for the 
preachers to become agents for other book sellers.” 

This resolution was passed without a division; and we presume 
that no official conference paper will invite the preachers to dis 
regard it; and certainly that no annual conference will sanction 
such an invitation, and much less the General Conferenc 

That the editor of the Messenger, however, in his individual 
capacity, has aright io publish such a work if he judge proper 
and choose to run the risk of its success, we do not question 
All that we should object to in such a case would be the assump 
tion of a title properly belonging only to ar official publication 
of the church; and to the atte mpt through official conference pa- 
pers, to enlist the age ncy of the preachers, in opposition to the 
express judgment of the General Conference, and to the inter 
ests of their own concern. 

N. Banes & J. Emory, Agenis. 

Ata meeting ofthe standing committee of the General Book 
Concern of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Resolved, that we 
unanimously concur inthe sentiments above expressed, and af- 
fectionately recommend them to the attention of our preachers 
and friends, 

Lapen Crank, 

Henry Srean, 

W. Jewerz, 

James YounGs, 

NicuoLas Whuirr 
New= York, Jan. 29, 1827. 









“OF THE SPIRIT AND TRUTH OF SINGING.” 
There is no part of divine worship more pleasing and profita- 

ble, than that of sacred muzic; and perhaps we might intr 

add, that there is no part more liable to abuse. In some parts of 
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the christian world, some denominations have introduced organs 
and various kinds of musical instruments, into their chuches, in 
order to attune the minds of pious worshipers, and attract the at- 
tention of others who have a taste for music, and thus induce thei; 
attendance at the house of God. That instrumental music was 
originally designed for pious purposes, there can be but little 
doubt. ‘The ancient Jews, it is well known, considered them as a 
very important appendage to divine worship. So fond was David 
of music, and so great an adept in the sacred art that he has been 
called, by way of distinction, “The sweet singer of Israel.”” That 
music, like other good things, has been profaned and greatly abus- 
ed is asource of regret. The very circumstance of introducing 
organs, kc. into congregations, a practice entirely innocent in it- 
self, has led to formality, and in some places, to an almost entire 
abandonment of vocal music. 

In other places, a practice has been introduced of employing 
choiresters, or a small part of the congregation to occupy a back 
gallery, and lead the devotion of the worshiping assembly. This 
practice is also innocent, and might be profitable if properly ma- 
naged, but so greatly is it abused in many parts of the eastern 
states, that few of the congregations unite with them; as if divine 
worship in all its branches, were designed to be carried on by 
proxy. 

In the western country, we have neither organs nor choirs in our 
churches, nevertheless, we are not free from faults; we have many. 
In some places the evangelical Hymns of Dr, Watts, the Messrs, 
Wesley’s and others, are laid aside for (I had well nigh said) 
“corn songs.” It is not intended to say one word against rational 
songs, however lively or animating, but simply to suggest the 
propriety of learning the Hymns and pious songs which may be 
found in our Hymn books, and song books. We conclude these 
remarks on the subject of sacred music, by an extract from our 
Discipline. 

Quest. ~_ shall we guard against formality in singing? 

“Answ. 1. By Seer such hymns as are proper for the con 
ian. 

“2. By not singin too much at once; seldom more than five 
or six verses. ‘ 

“3. By suiting the tune to the words. 

“4. By often stopping short, and asking the people, ‘Now! do 
you know what you said last? Did you speak no more than you 
felt?” 

“5. Do not suffer the people to sing too slow. This naturally 
tends to formality, and is brought in by those wha have either very 
strong or very weak voices. 

“6. In every large society let them learn to sing; and let them 
always learn our tunes first. 
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“7, Let the wonen constantly singtheir parts alone. Let no 
man sing with them unless he understands the notes, and sings 
the bass as itis composed in the tune-book. 

“g. Intreduce no new tune till they are perfect in the old. 

“9, Recommend our tune-book. Andifyou cannot sing your- 
self, choose a person or two et each place to pitch the tune for 
you. 

_ “10, Exhort every person in the congregation to sing; not one 
in ten only. 

“11. Sing no hymns of your own composing. 

“12, Ifa preacher be present, let him alone give out the words. 

“)3. When the singers would teach a tune to the congregation, 
they must sing only the tenor. 

“14, Letit be recommended to our people, notto attend*the 
singing-schools which are not under our direction. 

“15. The preachers are desired not to encourage the singing 
of fuge tunes in our congregations. 

“16. We do not think that fuge tunes are sinful, or improper 
to be used in private companies: but we donot approve of their 
being used in our public congregations, because public singing is 
a part of divine worship, in which all the congregation ought to 
join.” 


THE SOUTH-CAROLINA CONFERENCE. 


This Conference concluded its late session in Augusta Geo. 
m the 19th ult. Bishops McKendree, Roberts and Soule, attend- 
ed. There were seventy-five members of the Conference, and 
a number of probationers, and lucal preachers, present. The ses- 
sion was long; principally owing to an accumulation of business 
from the Missions, Tabernacle Academy, the Union School Soci- 
ety, the Fund of Special Relief, and other interests not included 
inthe usual order of our Conferences. The regular business of 
the Conference was despatched with uncommon ease; and it is 
highly gratifying that under the minute examination which the 
characters of all the preachers have to sustain, one by one, on 
these occasions, there was but a single instance of reproof, and 
one probationer was dismissed at this session of the Conference. 
The utmost harmony prevailed in allthe business of the Confer- 
ence; and not a few of its members felt the joy of a prosperous 
return from another year’s labours. The state of the circuits 
generally, is improving; and in some sections of the work there 
have been great displays of the power of the gospel. The 
returns from the several circuits and stations exhibit an increase 
ofseven hundred and ninety-two whites, and nine hundred and 
twenty-seven coloured members, above the numbers which were 
retarned at the last preceding Conference. It is peculiarly grati 
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» state that the number of preachers admittad at this Con 
ference, was greater than at any former time. 
Wesleyan Journal, 


icrnal Ruin—We know every sinner would fain persuade 
himself that Religion isa dream—the Gospel a fable, or the effect 
of Priest craft. We are not surprised at this, it is difficult tos 
get men to subscribe to their own condemnation, which they mus: 
do, if they acknowledge the Gospel as a revelation of God 
To the punishments which await the impenitent they are op 
posed, while the guilt, remorse, and wretchedness they now feel, 
are simply foretastes of these punishments; ani’ declare that the 
finally impeni.ontshall perish cternally—there they shall expe 
lence unutt. cable and eternal woe. We will exhibit—adth, // 
cure.—Reflection is necessary to deliver us from this abject, bond: 
ake without il, deliverance cannot be obtained—what folly to suff 
curselycs to be thus captivated to spend the prime of life in such 
drudgery; to waste the most precious blessing of heaven in th 
company and practices of the most worthtess society; to labe 
and (ioilto fix a stain upon our character among men—to prepa: 
briers and thorns for a dying bed; and run the risk of perishin 
forever. Oh reflect tho’ it pierce and pain, it also reform 
». Fortitude. It isastonishing how tamely man submits to,the weak 
est enemy; to the basest passion? When manly struggle would s 
cure a glorious deliverance, and raise us to our native rank in th: 
scale of being. We must show the courage of men; break ou 
bonds; claim our liberty; change our service; scorn to be the drud 
es of Satan: become the servants of God, whocalls the prodigal! 
and runs to mect, to forgive, to welcome, to embrace him, is abso 
lutely necessary. Having discovered the disgracefulness of gaming 
and the dreadful effects it produces. We must not fer a momen! 
hesitate;our present and eternal happiness are involved; ou: 
companions in vice must be forsaken, on no account, must we con- 
tinue unnecessarily to associate with them: and we must be satis 
fied to bearewith their reproaches and their scorn; continualls 
bearing in mind the Sayings of the wise man the com 
panions of fools shall be destroyed. 6. Prayer to God is all 
important; the reason Why many continue the slaves of vice, is 
not because they do not see the evil of it; not because they do not 
frequently groan beneath their load, but because they endeavor in 
their own strength to overcome a besetment, to resist an evil 
which has become too powerful for poor unassisted man, If we 
apply to God as he has directed—fervently supplicate a throne 
of grace we shall prevail. We shall be emancipated from the 
bondage in which we have been involved: we shall regain and 
maintain owr standing im society—-mav live useful members 0! 
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church and state. But perseverance in this abominable practice 
must ruin body and soul forever. 


A FINE WOMAN. 

It is agreeable to observe how differently modern writers and 
the inspired author of the Proverbs, describe a fine woman. The 
former confine their praises chieily to personal charms and orna- 
mental accomplishments, while the latter celebrates only the vir- 
tues of a valuable mistress of a family and auseful member of 
society. ‘Lhe one is perfectly acquainted with all, the fashiona- 
ble languages of Europe; the other opens her mouth with wis- 
dom, and is perfectly acquainted with all the uses of the needle, 
distaff and the loom. The business of the one is pleasure—the 
pleasure of the otheris business. The one is admired abroad: 
the other at home. “Her children rise up and call her blessed— 
her husband also praiseth her.’ There is no name in the world 
equal to this; nur is there a note in music half so delightful as the 
respectful language with which the grateful son or daughter per- 
petuates the memory of a sensible and affectionate mother. 





FROM THE NATIONAL GAZETTE, 
EXCERPTS. 

Deav Aurnors.—The society of dead Authors has 
ihis advantage over the living; they never flatter us to 
our faces, nor slander us behind our backs, nor intrude 
upon our privacy, nor quit their shelves until we take 
them down. Besides it is always easy to shut a book 
hut not quite so easy to get rid df a lettered coxcomb. 

Lacon. 


———— 


Reticion.—If we were tu be hired to Religion it is a- 
ble to outbid the corrupted world with all it can offer us, 
being so much the richer of the two in every thing where 
reason is admitted to be a judge of the value. 

Marquis of Halifax. 
- Our understandings are apt to be hurried on by the 
lirst heats, which if not restrained in time, do not give us 
leave to leok back till it is too late. —Jbid. 





Wrr.—All true wit has weight; for wit is an apt and 
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and sirvoug expiession of athing, such as strikes our un 
derstanding truly and lively.— “Wm. Penn. 


The Tongue.—Ithas been well observed, that the tongue 
discovers the state of mind, no less than that of the 
body, but in either case, before the philosopher or physi 
cian can judge, the patient must open his mouth. ‘The 
only method to forma judgment of mutes is narrowly to 
observe when and where they smile. It shews much 
mere stupidity to begrave at a good thing, than to be 
merry ata bad one, and of all ignorance that which is 
silent, is the least productiv e, for praters may suggest an 
idea if they cannot start one.—Lbid. 





Maw being made a reasonable and so a _ thinking 
creature, there is nothing more worthy of his being, than 
the right direction and “employ ment of his thoughts, 
since upon this depends both his usefulness to the pub- 
lic and his own present and future benefit in all respects. 

Tbid. 

We part more easily with that we possess than with 
our expectations of what we wish for; the reason of it is. 
that what we expect is always greater than what we en 


joy.— The World. 





Revicion.—Those who make religion to consist in 
the contempt of this world and its enjoyments are under 
a very fatal and dangerous mistake. As life is the gilt 
of Heaven, itis Religion to enjoy it. He therefore, 
who can be happy in himself, and who contributes al! 
that isin his power towards the happiness of others, 
(and none but the virtuous can so be and so do,) answers 
most effectually the ends of his creation, is an honor to 
his nature and a pattern to mankind.—Jbid. 





LiIseERALITY consists not so much in giving a great 
deal as in giving seasonably.— De Ja Briuyere, 





